
The Boy, the Rock, the Slingshot, and the Slave 

Max Lucado tells the story of a youngster who was shooting 

rocks with a slingshot. He could never hit his target. As he 

returned to Grandma’s backyard, he spied her pet duck. On 

impulse he took aim and let fly. The stone hit, and the duck 

was dead. The boy panicked and hid the bird in the woodpile, 

only to look up and see his sister watching. 

After lunch that day, Grandma told Sally to help with the 

dishes. Sally responded, "Johnny told me he wanted to help in the kitchen today. Didn’t you 

Johnny?" And she whispered to him, "Remember the duck!" So, Johnny did the dishes. 

What choice did he have? For the next several weeks he was at the sink often. Sometimes for 

his duty, sometimes for his sin. "Remember the duck," Sally’d whisper when he objected. 

So weary of the chore, he decided that any punishment would be better than washing more 

dishes, so he confessed to killing the duck. 

"I know, Johnny," his grandma said, giving him a hug. 

"I was standing at the window and saw the whole thing. Because I love you, I forgave you" I 

wondered how long you would let Sally make a slave out of you." 

He’d been pardoned. Jesus wants to pardon us from our sins, past-present-future, too.  

APPLICATION: 

Johnny finally confessed his sin of killing the duck. 

Likewise, we can be free from the slavery of sin. 1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.    

Johnny’s grandma SAW what happened but waited for Johnny to confess.  Be assured, God 

sees EVERYTHING!  Proverbs 15:3 says, The eyes of the Lord are everywhere, keeping watch 

on the wicked and the good. 

Just like Johnny’s grandma loved him and forgave him, God tells us of His love, forgiveness, 

and reward provided for those who believe in the One who can pardon them.  

John 3:16 For God so LOVED the world (you and me) that He gave (a gift) His one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in Him will not perish, but have everlasting life.  


