Transporting Seniors
Things to Keep in Mind

Should I Be Driving Others?

If you can answer “yes” to the following, then driving others can be a true blessing!

3 Do family and friends say your driving is safe and are willing to ride with you?
O Do you have a valid driver’s license for the state in which you reside?
O Do you have current car tags?
[ Do you have adequate car insurance?
[ Do | keep my vehicle properly maintained and in good working order?
O Are you free of accidents, fender benders, and ticket violations in the past 2 years?
O Are you free of medication that might impair your ability to drive?
3 Are you free of vision problems or other medical conditions that interfere with responsible
driving?
Should I drive my car or the senior’s car?
v' Itis safer for you to drive your car because you are familiar with it, know that it has
been maintained, and know that you have insurance on it.

v" Knowing if the senior’s car has been maintained (or if it sits in the garage for months at
a time) and knowing if their tags and insurance are updated can take some homework.

v" Check state law, but in Kansas, your personal insurance follows the car, not the driver.
So if you are in accident in your car, you and the senior will be insured. You don’t you
know if the senior’s car has insurance. Ifyouare in an accident driving the senior’s car,
you are dependent on the senior’s insurance, which could be an unknown.

Should I wear a chauffer’s hat?
Probably not necessary, but here are some tips that will make your journey safe and successful.

[ Keep vehicle free of clutter and unpleasant odors (Put a fabric softener sheet under the seat)
O Light conversation is encouraged over the choice of the radio.

(3 Make sure everyone is wearing their seatbelt.

O Talking or texting on the phone should wait until the vehicle is stopped and parked.

3 Drive cautiously and at speeds appropriate for traffic, weather, and road conditions.

3 Offer passenger a bottle of water to stay hydrated.

[ Ask them if they would like to stop at the restroom before heading home.

[ Ask if there is another stop they need to make on the way home (groceries, bank...)

It’s the journey, not just the destination!
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